
ECOS4IN KNOWLEDGE BASE 

 

Between September 2019 and March 2020, all ECOS4IN partners worked on a detailed 

analysis of the Industry 4.0 ecosystem in each partner region. The regional mapping was 

then collected and summarized in the first output of the project, the ECOS4IN knowledge 

base, created by the Italian partner based in the Veneto region, Ca’ Foscari University. The 

preliminary results of this analysis have been presented and discussed among partners at 

the second transnational experts' group meeting in Poland in December 2019. 

 

Through a joint effort, al partners identified more than 240 organizations and almost 100 

policies across 7 regions. The organizations identified by all partners are particularly relevant 

for the implementation of Industry 4.0 across Central Europe, and currently active in the 

partners’ regions, include: 

 

● 16 FabLabs 

● 16 Science Parks and Innovation Hubs 

● 17 Research Centers 

● 20 Development agencies 

● 20 New startups that serve as technology providers 

● 21 Public and private consortia and inter-organizational networks 

● 23 Consulting companies 

● 23 Public institutions 

● 25 Universities 

● 61 Established firms that serve as both technology providers and users 

 

The policies and projects identified by the partners that support the Industry 4.0 paradigm 

include awareness tools, collaborative experimental projects, initiatives to support 

companies’ digital strategy implementation, policies related to the Industry 4.0 regional 

infrastructure, monetary incentives, regional development strategies, and initiatives aimed at 

strengthening people’s skills and empowering entrepreneurs, workers, and regional citizens.  

 

Among other important analyses, the ECOS4IN knowledge base also includes some best 

practices at the regional level, which will serve as valuable examples for each regional 

partners and as critical information for the development of the ecosystem model during 

period 2. 

 

Finally, the analysis also reveals interesting patterns of innovation and cooperation from 

regional companies. For instance, while ECOS4IN partner regions including Upper Austria, 

Veneto, Lombardy, and Małopolska have all improved their innovation performance in the 

last decade (according to the 2019 Regional Innovation Scoreboard), companies in Veneto 

and Lombardy are still behind concerning firms’ propensity to innovate through cooperation 

with others, which instead is a growing tendency for companies in the other partner regions 

including Upper Austria and Małopolska but also the Usti region in Czech Republic. 

Transnational cooperation will then be valuable to learn from each other how these patterns 

can be improved and how best practices can be transferred across regions.   


